DAILY BIBLE STUDIES

 "THE ULTIMATE VICTOR”    JOHN 19:38 - 20:10

MARCH 5 – MARCH 11, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY - This week as we continue to study John’s gospel we come to the glorious story of the resurrection of our Lord from the dead.  We previously studied how our Lord Jesus was in perfect control as Sovereign God of all the events of His death.  Now we look past the Cross and see the One who conquers death.  Christ displays His power over death in His dying, His burial, and His resurrection.  Again we will see throughout our text that Jesus was, even in death, in perfect control of all events.  Read John 19:38-20:10. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?  ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you to see His majesty displayed by His power over death as you study this week. 
MONDAY – As we begin in verse 38 we meet a man  named “Joseph of Arimathea.”  This man plays an important role in the burial of our Lord.  Joseph was, according to Matthew’s gospel, a “rich” man.  We are also told in the gospels that he was also a prominent member of the council (Sanhedrin), a good and just man, and one who had become a disciple of Jesus.  You may not think it to be very important to know that he was rich, yet it is very important.  Further on in Matthew 27 we read that Jesus was buried in Joseph’s own tomb.  This incredible piece of the story fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah where he tells us that Jesus made His grave “with the rich at His death.”  It’s one thing to control your own death, and no one but God could control His own burial too.  Read Matthew 27:57-60 and Isaiah 53:9. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord that He alone is sovereign in all affairs of life and praise Him for how He declares His majesty and sovereign power even in the details of His burial. 
TUESDAY - In verse 39 we meet another man who was involved in the burial of Jesus.  This man was Nicodemus, who most people are more familiar with.  John tells this is the man who first came to Jesus by night.  Both of these men were disciples of Christ.  They were as the Scripture’s tell us “secret disciples”.  Some where between John 3 and John 19 it seems likely that Nicodemus truly believed in Jesus.  We read that Joseph went in “boldly” before Pilate to ask for Jesus’ body (Mark 15:43).  Both of these men, not fearing what people thought or what would be done to them, stood up for Jesus Christ and expressed their love for Him with their actions.  Only God’s grace could transform these two into men who were now unashamed to be known as followers of Christ.  Read John 3:1-10 and James 2:17-22. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you be a bold witness for Him at all times. 

WEDNESDAY – We find many details in this account of Jesus’ burial in verses 38-42 which we will cover more thoroughly this Lord’s Day.  For now, I want you to understand that this section of Scripture contains some incredible facts that all testify to the divine control of our great God.  From the speed with which these men acted in order to get Jesus buried before Passover, to the placement of the grave near the crucifixion sight for that to be possible, to the new tomb of this “rich” man.  All these events were divinely orchestrated in direct fulfillment of God’s eternal, predetermined plan.  It encourages my heart to know that my God is in control of all things, including my own life.  Read Act 4:27-28 and Isaiah 46:9-10.  
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Meditate on our great God and thank Him for being the only God who alone does all things for His own pleasure. 

THURSDAY – As we move to chapter 20 of John we come to the glorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God had said in the Old Testament that the “Holy One”, the Messiah, would rise again from the grave.  He would give “assurance” to all that He was who He claimed to be.  By coming out of the grave alive Jesus proves His power over sin and death, and that He alone is the One who can give life, both physical and spiritual.  Paul the apostle said, “If in this life only we have hope in Christ we are of all men the most pitiable.” (1 Corinthians 15:19)  And as Christ Himself said in John 14:19, “…because I live, you will live also.”  Praise Him!  Read Psalm 16:9-11. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank Jesus that we can have life in Him because of His grace toward those of us who believe His gospel. 
FRIDAY – In verses 1-5 we find the record of those who discovered Jesus was not in the grave.  We are told in verse 1, “Now on the first day of the week…”  This is Sunday, the day we prefer to call “The Lord’s Day”.  I don’t believe it was an accident that Jesus would rise again on Sunday, it was God’s plan.  This is why we gather, as the early church did (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 6:12) on this day to corporately worship our Lord Jesus who is the head of the church, the firstborn among many brothers (Romans 8:29).  Here on the first Lord’s Day those who loved Christ came to the tomb but they found out He was not there.  He had risen!  Read Luke 24:1-8. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord that he has risen from the grave and we are free to gather together on His day to worship Him, our risen Lord.

SATURDAY – In verses 6-10 Peter and John enter the tomb after Mary Magdalene had informed them Jesus was missing.  Verses 6-7 tell us they saw the linen clothes “lying there” and the head cloth was folded by itself.  The word used here in the Greek tells us these clothes were set down in their place, they were not scattered about but rather neatly lying in their place.  You see, when Christ arose He didn’t struggle to get out of His grave clothes, instead He simply came out of them and then neatly folded the head (or face) cloth and laid it down in its place.  Verse 8 tells us John saw and believed.  Luke tells us in Luke 24:12 that Peter left the scene “scratching his head” if you will.  Even these men had yet to fully understand the Scripture that said Jesus “must rise again”.  What about you?  Do you believe?  Read John 20:29 and 1 Peter 1:8-9. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: If you are one of His children, thank the Lord that He has graciously given you the faith to believe in Him.

