DAILY BIBLE STUDIES

MARCH 19 – 25, 2006     JOHN 20:11-18 

“CHRIST APPEARS TO MARY MAGDALENE”

THE LORD'S DAY - This week as we continue in John 20 we are shown the first of the many appearances of the resurrected Christ.  In this particular text we see Jesus appearing to Mary Magdalene that first glorious “Lord’s Day” after she had come early to the tomb.  We can learn some very important truths from this woman who loved Jesus Christ with her whole heart.  Read John 20:11-18. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?  ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to teach you from His Word as we study this beautiful passage together this week. 
MONDAY – As we begin this last section of John’s gospel we will look at several of the Lord Jesus’ appearances following His resurrection.  There is one very important thing to observe.  In all of the recorded appearances of Jesus Christ revealed to us in Scripture, we find He only appears to believers, those who were His own.  He never appears to unbelievers or any of His critics to “prove them wrong”.  We know Jesus said those blinded would not believe even if someone came back from the dead to speak to them (Luke 16:31).  Jesus appears to those with true faith and reveals Himself to them and we can almost feel their excitement as we read.  Read Luke 24:33-36,  Acts 1:22, and 1 Corinthians 15:5-7. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord Jesus that He truly did physically rise from the dead and conquered sin and death. 
TUESDAY – We find in verse 11, Mary outside the tomb of Christ.  We know from verse 1 that this is Mary Magdalene (Mary from Magdala).  This woman was devoted to our Lord.  Jesus had cast out seven demons from her (Luke 8:2) and we can see that she was a faithful follower of Christ right up to the Cross and now also at His tomb.  The verse says she stood there “weeping” (Greek word – klaio, which means to sob, wail aloud.  Here was a woman who was so sorrowful in the absence of Christ she was sobbing and her tears were flowing.  We will see there was no need for her to be in such a state, but this gives us a beautiful picture of a true child of God.  What beautiful love is seen in her tears for Christ.  She wanted to know where Jesus was and we will see that she finds Him.  Read Proverbs 8:17, Jeremiah 29:13, and James 1:5

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God for a heart that seeks for Him and one that desires to love Him and seek His wisdom from His Word. 

WEDNESDAY - In verses 12-13 Mary sees and speaks with two angels who were sitting where Jesus would have been laying.  They asked her why she was weeping.  There was no need for her to be crying as she was.  Although we see such wonderful love from Mary, we also see a clear picture of a weak faith.  Her tears reveal a level of unbelief and doubting.  So many times we  as true believers don’t fully set our minds to study and meditate on God’s Word as we ought.  Jesus had said He would rise again.  In His own words He had predicted it (Mark 14:28, John 2:19-21).  Think about this for a minute.  Mary had seen the empty tomb and was told by the angels, “He is risen!” (Matthew 28:5-6, Mark 16:6), yet she stands there sobbing in unbelief.  Read John 2:22 and Luke 24:8. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you to listen to His Word and place your total faith in what He has to say to you through it.

THURSDAY – Mary begins to actually speak with Jesus in verses 14-15 and we are told she thought He was the gardener.  There have been a lot of “guesses” as to why she did not recognize Him.  The same is true for the men on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-16) and even some of the disciples (Matthew 28:17).  We are told in Mark 16:12 that Jesus appeared in “another form” (Greek – heteros which means other, different and morphe which means shape, form.  We know Jesus had a glorified body.  He could eat, and yet He could pass through walls.  The thing we must grasp is this—only by divine revelation can man truly see and know Jesus.  The Spirit had not yet come to these disciples and they could only recognize Jesus by Him giving them divine revelation.  Read 1 Corinthians 12:3, Matthew 16:17, John 16:13-14, and Hebrews 1:1-2. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God that His plan of redemption has been made known to us by Jesus Christ the Living Word and the work of the Holy Spirit through God’s written Word.

FRIDAY - In verse 16 we read that Christ calls out to Mary and with a lone word she immediately recognized Him.  Jesus called her by name—literally in Aramaic, “Miriam”.  This is her personal name, the one that friends and family would use.  With one word Jesus gives evidence of His personal love and care for one of His own.  The Bible is clear in telling us that those of us who are sheep recognize and obey the Shepherd’s voice.  He calls out to us and we hear, obey, and follow.  Read John 10:3-4, 27-28. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank You Jesus for giving us the ability to hear Your voice as your sheep and to obey and follow You.  Thank You for being such a loving, personal shepherd. 

SATURDAY – We finish this week with verses 17-18.  Christ tells Mary to stop clinging to Him.  He is not forbidding her to touch Him as He even invited Thomas to do that (20:27), but rather He is telling her she can’t hang on to His physical presence for He is going to His Father as He said He would.  Like Mary, we don’t have a physical relationship with Jesus, but a spiritual one (2 Corinthians 5:16).  Jesus now lives in us through the Holy Spirit.  In verse 18 we see Mary immediately obeyed her Lord by doing what He commanded, “Go to My brethren…”  May we also be so quick to obey and give such a great testimony of Christ.  Read these verses which speak of Jesus’ ascension and that He is our “brother”: John 13:36, 14:2,6, Romans 8:29, and Hebrews 2:9-11. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank You Jesus that You are alive and that you live within us who are Your children by the Holy Spirit and that You are not ashamed to call us brothers.  

